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“Learning together, growing together, achieving together, caring together
within our Christian family”
September 2018
Welcome Back
Welcome back to Bretherton to staff, families and children! As we embark on our Autumn term, we can look back favourably on a sun enriched summer of fun and relaxation. Welcome to our new reception children who start on their education journey and wishing all our best wishes for our Year 6 leavers as they start high school.
This year we will ‘Make A Difference’. Throughout the year, we will be challenging children to look at what this can mean. Making a difference to themselves and their family, through showing appreciation, feeling gratitude, being happy and finding the joy in even the small things and taking responsibility for their learning and choices. Making a difference to school through participation, leadership programmes, expressing pupil voice, inspiring and supporting others and by looking after property and school grounds. Making a difference in our community through getting involved with local initiatives, participation in community events and caring for our local area. Making a difference to the world by inspiring others in charitable work, volunteering and take a stance in tackling some important world issues, such as recycling and reducing plastic and waste. We will meet with classes early in the term to plan a timetable of events for the year focusing on these different areas.
School Results 2017 2018

As we reported in July, we have exceeded national average in all statutory assessments. Our year 1 phonics assessment results have increased over the last three years. Key stage 1 ( Year 2 children) achived great results, in particular over 50% of children reaching the higher standards in maths. And in Key Stage 2 (Year 6 leavers) over 40% achieved the higher standards in all areas. This is  thanks to the expertise and skill of school staff, support from parents and the incredible hard work of our children. 
We are delighted with the continued success of our children especially when added to our wide curriculum, our enriching creative weeks, class trips and experiences.

School priorities for 2018 2019

As we know, Bretherton Endowed has high expectations and delivers high outcomes for children. However, it is important to further develop and improve to continually meet the needs of our children. Last year we embarked on an exciting change to our teaching of mathematics with a focus on concrete understanding and fluency of application. This will continue this year. 
Class 1 has moved rooms and is excited to commence the year with a dedicated outside space. Over the year, Mrs Williams and Class 1 staff will enhance further the provision for our youngest children by planning for excellent inside and outside provision, offer enriching opportunities for child initiated learning and through questioning and investigations, provide challenge for all.
Reading and a love of words unlocks education as a whole. Our teachers constantly strive to create a classroom environment where children are exposed to high quality language in varying forms. Through reading, word identification and investigation and experimenting with language in their writing, our children will be more confident in both reading comprehension and sustained and well structured writing. Writing for a purpose, about their interests and using their imagination coupled with ‘Wow’ experiences and stimulus over the year will enliven and inspire their creativity. 
Education is all about being curious. A neurological study has shown that curiosity makes our brains more receptive for learning, and that as we learn, we enjoy the sensation of learning. Without curiosity, Sir Isaac Newton would have never formulated the laws of physics, Alexander Fleming probably wouldn't have discovered penicillin, and Marie Curie's pioneering research on radioactivity may not exist. Our desire at Bretherton is to instil in children a strong desire to know or learn something. So we are going to review the use of questioning in school. Both opportunities for children to question in the pursuit of learning and the way that teachers encourage it. Rather than always providing the answer to a question, to allow the pursuit of investigation to find things out for themselves. We will continue to build curiosity and professional development in adults working in school also, learning from research and other educational establishments around the world, maintaining our excellence whilst being open to changes that will benefit us all.

We also appreciate that you too are curious. Curious as to what a school day looks like for your child, the different strategies we teach in our curriculum, such as maths and grammar, to know how to help your child in their learning and how they are progressing. To support this, we have our website, twitter, parent calendar and open afternoons and workshops planned for this year. 
So….what a great year this year is sure to be. Our school staff have planned great lessons for their newly updated classrooms. We look forward to starting the year as your children never fail to amaze us with their enthusiasm and passion for learning. They participate and contribute wholeheartedly to their studies and are always willing to embrace our values in how they interact with and support others. Your support and feedback is valued and as always I would like to ask that you come into school if you have any questions or ideas, want to celebrate your child’s success or question any aspects of their school life. No question is ever too small to ask. All adults involved in school, including our excellent Governors, are committed to ensuring Bretherton continues to be a happy, safe, welcoming and hard working school so please know you are always welcome. 
Our newsletter with clubs and updates for the start of term will be coming out next week and will continue to be sent fortnightly by email and posted on our website. 
Your attention always,
Mrs A Moxham and Bretherton teaching team
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